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Congress and Pensions.
The Senate has substituted the Mcfumberpension bill for the Sherwood

hill, and the matter goes to conference.
There Is expectation of a compromise,
though difficulty may be experienced in
reaching it. In the House the Sherwood
hill had a large majority, drawn from
both sides of the chamber, and in the
Senate the McCumber bill passed by a

rote of two to one. This appears to foreshadowa tug of war.
The Sherwood hill carries a very large

sum. though there is dispute as to the
size of it. Opponents put the figure at
seventy-odd millions annually, while supertersput it much lower. But, at the
lowest, the figure is large, and partieuH'-lyso at a time when tariff revision
with a view of reducing revenue is on
the congressional card, and economy is
the House cry.
The Met'umber bill carries about twenty-fivemillions annually, and In details

is well drawn. It meets the views of
many friends of the old soldiers, and
should It become law would carry benefitto many worthy veterans.

\s usual, when pensions are under discussion,both sides are accused of playing
polit!c<- The \etcrans. It is charged, are 1

h.Miis coddled for their votes. Bidding Is
n progress, and as the case stands the
Mouse is the higher bidder.
Whatever individual politicians may

have in tnind. the record shows that the
old so:die:-s are not manipulable in this,
or any other way. They are not for sale.
No man or set of men can deliver them
at the polls. They do their own thinking,
choose their own side, and vote accordngto their own c<mvictions on public
questions in general.
Xaturally and properly, they have de-

s;red the recognition of the government
thev helped to save. The service they
performed was Inestimable. No expressionof it in dollars and cents is possible.,.\ mere money price could not be
put upon It.
The veterans appreciate the fact that

the government has dealt generously by
'hem. Pension allowances have been
'arge and long continued, and veterans
have had preference in the distribution
of much patronage. No other governmenthas so fine a chapter in its history,
and this government has none finer in
its own.
Xor does this feeling of appreciation

abate as the years lengthen. Sons of leg.
islators who voted the first pensions vote
pension- now as willingly as did their
fathers; and legislators born since the
war show the warmest sympathy with
the cause of good care of the survivors
<>f the great host that responded to the
war's appea's while they were ringing.
A generous pension record should be

continued, but not beyond provision, of
course, for finding the money. Before
voting any sum for any purpose. Congressshould be sure of the ability of the
Treasury to cash the warrant.

The offhand way in which a repre-
sentative from the middle west disposes
of a proposition to build battleships would
suggest that there is nothing like inland
experience to qualify a man for quick
de ision on maritime affairs.

L>r. K1 lot is right in faying that a contributoito print if not always permitted
to express his mind with unrestrained
; reedom. But, for that matter, neither U
a rollege professor.

t inadu i> now taking up for general discussiontlie question of why recipro«ity
tai'ed Apolog es to Sir Wilfrid l.aurier
ma> yet he in order.

<> -asiorialU there is a more or less
mysterious dtflieulty altout tiding a strike
in Kngland ev en \\ iten tin wage-workers
.' e willing to go huek tq work.

Carrying the v\ar into Africa is comtngto i>» one of Kurope's most popular
outdoor sports.

The District and the Memorial Hall.
Save for the fart that it does not proVidefor the acquisition and clearance 9f

the land lying immediately to the north,
Senator Boots bill now pending for the
erection by the government of a George

tshington Memorial Hall on the northernend of the "armory" section of the
Mall is the most satisfactory proposal yet
advanced for the purpose of providing
here at the capital a proper meeting
place for the convention? which form a

distinguishing feature of the year's programat the National Capital. A buildingof this kind can only be erected as
a public or semi-public enterprise It
could not be expected to earn a dividend
for private Investors. The proposed comh.nationof a practical and a patriotic
Idea makes most effectively for the successof the plan. For some flme an organizationhas been at work trying to
raise a fund by public subscription for
the erection of the building, but so definitelyha\e Hie people obtained the idea
that the government should chiefly
rmance the work that the subscriptions
have been slow, and probably if success
Is to be achieved it will be through the
passage of some such measure as the
I toot bill, which provides for the maintenanceof the building from a fund to
be contributed by the public at large.
Doubtless no difficulty at all would be encounteredin raising a maintenance fund
on such a basis.
The latest proposition in this connection

requires an emphatic negative at the outset,to appropriate out of the District
revenues, without an equal matching of
federal money, of $2.V),000 as the District'sshare of the $2 .VX>,000 to be raised
by the country at large. In other words.
It is suggested that 10 per cent of the en.
tire cost of the building.not the maintenancefund, but the cost of the constructionItself.should be taken out of the
.oca! tax revenues in a lump. The argumentis advanced that Inasmuch as the
Ihstrict would be the chief beneficiary
from such a building it should pay the
largest sing e share of the expense of Its
Mrgtft V tfea is put on that

basis It were better dropped now as Impracticable.The George Washington Memorial.If It Is created at all, should be
a national enterprise. The people of no

one city have a greater Interest In paying
such a tribute to the first President than
those of another. This hall Is designed
as the meeting place of the people of the
United States, coming here from all parts
of the country to hold their conventions.
They come here now on their business, in
larger numbers than they go to any other
city, or, in fact, any five other cities
combined. They will be far more accommodatedby the provision of an adequate
meeting place than the city itself.
Washington will probably contribute

more than its proportionate share of a

maintenance fund for a Oeorge v\ asningtonMemorial Hall In case the United
States appropriates for its construction
on a park site. In that event there will
be no occasion to draw upon the District I
tax revenues for the local percentage of
this amount. There is altogether too
marked a disposition at present to regard
the District's tax money aa available for
all sorts of projects without being matcheddollar for dollar by federal funds, to

give the least encouragement to this
latest proposal to ignore the organic act.

The Southern Situation.
A contesting Roosevelt delegation from

Mississippi. Well! Was it inspired by
Mr. Ormsby Mcllarg? Let us hope so,
and also hope that Mr. Mcllarg may continuehis activities and develop for use

at Chicago the whole southern situation.
He understands the Held thoroughly. At
any rate, he received much of the credit
for what was done down there in aid
of the Roosevelt program four years ago,
and should know his way around. Setting
an expert handler of a steam roller to

stop steam rolling was a clever thought.
Rut can Mr. Mcllarg turn the trick? Can
he make his contests stick? In the famous
words of young liamlet, there's the rub.
The southern situation is abnormal and

regrettable, and both parties and the
whole country would benetit by a chango
dividing the voters on issues other than
"old, unhappy, far-off things, and battles
long ago-" The existing division is slight,
as but a skeleton republican, party exists
down there. No serious challenge of the
democracy is made in any state. In
Mississippi talk about a republican party
sounds droll. A democratic nominee for
President carries the south, no matter
his locality or his platform.
As a result some queer things happen.

Take Louisiana and her sugar interests.
She is democratic by any majority her i
voters may find the time on election day
to record. Her delegation in the House
is solidly democratic. The members votedfor Mr. Clark for Speaker and Mr.
Underwood for chairman of ways and
means. And yet those two men, followingtheir tariff conylctions, are advocatinga measure which were it to become
a la.ui u.-milH inflict a irashine blow on

tlie state's leading industry'.
In her extremity what does Louisiana

do? Turns to the republicans for salvation.The President, with the veto power
in reserve, is especially in her eye. "Help
me, William Howard, or I sink!" The
appeal does not reach deaf ears. >lr.
Taft will help. He is a protectionist, and
all deserving American industries affected
by the tariff have claims upon him. It
does not, and should not, matter to him
whether such industries are in republican
or democratic states. The protective
principle applies In all the states.
Will this make any difference in Louisiana'sattitude in November? Not a particle.She will vote against Mr. Taft, and

in favor of the Baltimore nominee, whetherthe latter be Mr. Clark, or Mr. Underwood.She will do her best to turn her
friends out of, and bring her enemies
into, power.
But stranger still is the fact that this

abnormal situation rests upon the old
cry of negro domination, which has no

more to it today than the chatter about
the yellow peril. The dominant race in
the south is in full control of local affairs,and stands in no more danger of
losing control than of changing the color
of its skin.

Perhaps America is overgenerous in
allowing European monarchs to behoIBand associate with its most interestingand picturesque personages
without taking the trouble to come
over here and be presented.

Mr. Roosevelt's charges as to elecItion frauds tend to strengthen his own

conviction that it is essential to have a

live exponent of the square deal at
the head of the government.

Discouraging the efforts of amateurs
in wireless experiments would have
the effect of checking the activities of
some very promising students and in:ventors.

The lengthy time required by the
grand jury for the consideration of the
Brandt case was entirely in accordancewith current methods of investigation.
The Allen fugitives have at last come

to realize how the people they were
after used to feel.

A Handbook Conviction.
Another conviction in the Police Court

on a charge of making a handbook Indicatesthat the judicial processes are
still effective despite the difficulty In the
way of getting evidence suffloient to
convince a jury. Ever since the disclosureof a practically unrestrained
handbook Industry in this city a few
years ago there has been a public determinationto eradicate this evil. It b*»*

not been as easy, however, to do this as

might have been supposed from the
wide spread of the habit of laying bets
on horses that run at distant race tracks.
It has at times seemed as though there
was not the most sincere disposition on
the part of some of the authorities to
attack the violators of the anti-gambling
law. but from time to time a case is
made and serves to demonstrate that the
statute Is still in force and that somewherepersists a determination to give It
effect.
Handbook gambling is a me/!t perniciousform of money risking. It is absolutelya matter of chance, for the layer

of odds and the player are both guess|lng on an uncertainty. A pretense that
"Inside knowledge" is had sometimes deludesthe player Into the belief that he is
following his Judgment, but in almost
every case this is a sham and the net
result Is a series of wagers that leads
ultimately to losses. Apart from the
question of whether this gamble Is profitableor costly. It is an unwholesome
habit, demoralizing In Its" Influence and
creative of a disregard of law and often
of the normal obligations of life.
When the handbook evil was flourishinghere, before the crusade of a few

years ago, thousands of dollars were

wasted weekly. Instances were brought
to light of families that had been virtuallyruined by the indulgence of the
wage-earner In this expensive form of
amusement. Tradesmen all over Washingtonsuffered from bad debts caused by
handbook gambling. The economic waste
and drain upon the community were

enormous, and the good effect of the reformwas felt Immediately when the
handbook men were temporarily routed
and forced to suspend operation. It U
the duty of the police to trace out every
suspected Instance of handbook gambling

A

*

and to bring the offender* promptly to
court with such evidence as can be obtained.Few mistakes will be made and
persistent prosecution will have the effect
of rendering - this form of enterprise too
hazardous to be conducted.

If the late David Graham Phillips could
have lived to see the present rush to publishhis manuscripts hiB personal estate
would have been larger.

Current demonstrations do not indicate
that votes for women would go very far
toward clarifying the conditions of parliamentaryprocedure.

History's examples do not afford much
encouragement to a man who finds himselftempted to bolt the ticket.

SHOOTINO STABS.
BY PHILANDER JOHNSON.

Force of Suggestion.
"What makes you jump out so unexpectedlyand race around the yard with

a lawn mower?" asked the neighbor.
"Whenever I get to reading," replied

Mr. Crosslots, "the hired girl prances
around with a carpet sweeper and I
have to get even In some way."

Ostriches and Doves.
The ostrich hides his head and will not

view
The dangers waiting near; beyond a

doubt
Sometimes I think, oh, ostrich-bird, that

you
Are like the dove of peace we read

about.

Domestic Reminiscence.
"You use the long distance telephone a

great deal when you are away from
home?"
"Yes," replied Mr. Meekton. "It keeps

me from being homesick. Telephoning
from a pay station makes me think of a

conversation with Henrietta. As soon as

the operator and I have said 'Hello' to
each other she proceeds to tell me how
much money she has to have."

Conversational Discretion.
"Why do' you always insist on talking

about the weather to your barber?"
"You wouldn't have me talk about anythingas exciting as politics to a man

who is handling a razor, would you?"

Not Resentful.
"Those people say they don't believe

you ever reached the pole."
"That's all right." replied the explorer,

as he looked up from his manuscript.
"The more doubts there are as to whetherI landed or not, the longer this rather
remunerative discussion is going to last."

Little in Much.
When you a statement clear would make
On matters old or new

The public feeling to awake.
A sentence short would do.
When a resentment all intense
Arose 'gainst public sham,

The strongest style of eloquence
Was Just an epigram.

But when your heart becomes less bold;
Your mode of thought less brave,

In paragraphs the world you scold
And next in chapters grave.

Through pages long your words will
reach

When utterance is vain.
There is no limit to our speech
In trying to explain.

Auto Reciprocity.
From the Philadelphia Press.
The New Jersey senate on second

thought has reconsidered its unfavorableaction on the automobile reciprocity
bull and has given the measure its approval.It is expected that tiov. Wilson
will sign It. He can hardly do otherwise,
as the bill is a broad measure, putting
New Jersey on a parity with the states
about her. It will break down the wall
of exclusion which delays and annoys autoruobilistsof other states at the border
of New Jersey and compels them to pay
tribute and qualify themselves by a speciallicense before venturing upon any
of the highways of that state. Bach state
has its laws regulating automobile travel
and prescribing a license for each car.
The reciprocity provision among the
states simply means that the motorists
who comply with the laws of their own
state may visit and use the highways of
a ne.ghboring state on their home license
provided that a similar courtesy is allowedto the motorists of the state visited
wh'en they in turn cross into another
state. All the eastern states have a law
of this character except New Jersey. This
state has heretofore refused this neighborlyand mutually beneficial reciprocity,
but the pending bill when signed will put
it In harmony with its sister states.

Trying to Regulate Marriage.
From the New York World.
Bishop Anderson of Chicago, supported

by a goodly array of pastors in other
cities, has declared that the church should
not celebrate marriages unless the intendingbride and groom bring certificates of
health and sanity. A i>oston lady, the
Rev. Mabel It. Witham, now purposes to
subject the candidates to three other tests
as well. Site will require the certificate
of a financier that the man is able to supporta wife; one from a housekeeper that
the woman is able to take charge of a
household, and finally she would have
evidence that the pair are supplied with
"love immortal and divine which will
render things glorious in their lives."
These ai;e hard rules. No man ever lived
that was perfectly healthy and sane in
the opinion of a physician. No young man
was ever deemed quite competent to attendto business by' an old financier. No
young woman was ever adjudged a good

7. . _»* « j xt.

housekeeper oy a oouncu 01 granamouiers.And who shall give assurance of the
love Immortal and divine?

From Way Down South.
From tbe Baltimore American.
The fast freight service of the railroadsreaching southward does not wait

for winter to get out of the lap of spring
In the business of furnishing the middle
and northern zone cities with garden
truck, redolent of the soil. Kach recurringspringtime apparently marks a little
further southward movement of our
kitchen garden dependencies. There Is
hardly anything In the line of fresh vegetablesthat cannot now be obtained In the
city markets. The price of most of
these commodities Is rather fanciful, but
there Is undoubtedly a brisk demand.

The Jury.
From tbe St. Ix>uls Republic.
Recall of judges and even of constitutionaldecisions can never make the law

thoroughgoing and effective. Some sort
of practical reform of juries will be requiredto do that. It Is not so much the
Jury system as the Jury that needs attention.In the final stage the administrationof justice turns upon the developed
consciousness of justice In the Individual.
The Individual citizen must respect the
law. He must be willing to make sacrificesto uphold It and to demand that It
be rigorously enforced. The eccentricities
of lawyers and the vanities of courts will
be swept aside before a state composed
of citizens of intelligence, conscience and
a deep sense of personal responsibility.

Change of Front.
From the New York TVibtme.
Bl^ business Is mercurial. When the

Standard Oil decision was announced
hands were represented as being wrung
and the fate of enterprise was wept over.
And now the mere failure to convict the
packers Is said to inspire the belief that
the courts and the Sherman law are Impotent.

He Knows.
From the Boston Globe.
If you don't know exactly when the big

league base ball season will begin, Just
ask the first boy you meat
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Interior Decorating
By Plitt *

fOUR home will be made more
beautiful than ever If 70a Intrustthe interior decorating to
Plitt. Effective color schemes
are planned and executed by
our experts. Small cost.

George Plitt & Co., Inc.,
Mala Showroom. 11S4 Cona. m.
Workrooms. 1717 7th St. a.w.

i *

Woodward
New York=WASH
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Our Complete
Easter Mei
THE NEW FEATURES THAT

SPRING-SUMMER FASHIONS AI

A magnificent assemblage of rich, disi
parel and dress accessories from the foren
ca. Never were our displays for the pr
fashion season of the year .Easter.mor
pressive or more representative of the excl
and the new.

Every style conforms strictly to the
vailing modes, and the indulgence of fa
this season and its extreme versatility in
senting seemingly limitless modes allows g
er grace, beauty and refinement of dress
ever before, and provides such a liberal !

ing that no one should experience the slig
difficulty in making selections in accord
individual preferences.

The showing not only relates to the se<

devoted to women's wear, but those for n

no less comprehensive in their array of st

knowledge of correctness and appropriater
m

Corsets That Ha'
fl indorsement

FLEXIBILITY AN IMPORTANT FE
. v. « < «

Gowns htted over any ot our exclusive corsets

designs and according to the exact ideas of our cli
Their construction is not only scientific and of the
retain the soft, pliant lines of nature without the lej

Any one of these Corsets having been fitted t
smoothness of fit, and produces the graceful, classic

The ease and comfort which these corsets aflfo
rectlv they are made.

Paramme Corsets (French) .,

Lily of France Corsets
Madame Irene Corsets...
Fllorita Corsets
Ivy Corsets

COUTIL AND BROCHE, PLAIN AND FIGUF
MODERATE AND H

Third floor, Eleyenth st.

Little Children's Millinery
Thflt Has Just Arrived.

Dainty and effective styles designed especiallyfor framing little faces becomingly, and thus s

possessing greater perfection of form than adap- r

tations. c

The past week we have received the follow- r

ing styles, and as they range from the most in- «

expensive to the medium-priced, for which many <

mother? have been asking we advise early inspec- c

tion: {
Small Straw Hats, Mushroom - s h a p e d A

rolling brim effect and Leghorn Hats, daintily X

mushroom shapes, all trimmed with band and

^nwbeEach.h.ba$|^ bOW" EaCh $2"25
I arp-e Straw Hats Milan Straw Hats, in

mushroom shape, trim^ mushroom shape, trim.j _:ui. i 1 med with band and flat
ineu wiiii i iuuuu ud.uu i

and bow. Each. $11.00 b°w* Each $3.75
Straw Hats, with roll- Panama Hats, attract- 1

ing brim and high ive rolling brim sailor *

crown, trimmed with effect, trimmed with (

velvet ribbon and stand- soft ribbon and velvet '

ing bow. Each. .$1.5(01 Each..... $6.75
Third floor, F at. I

Special Dfispfc
Uoderwear and B:

Sheer and beautiful garments of our

embroidered, and many of them magnified
and elegant laces. An impressive display

Fine French Nainsook Night Robes, plainly
or elaborately hand-embroidered and trimmed \

with Irish, cluny or valenciennes laces.
$4.75 to $118.00.

Chemises of French nainsook, trimmed with ^
Madeira hand-embroidery, Irish, cluny and valcncienneslaces.

$2.75 to $110.50.
French Nainsook Combination Suits, in a

variety of styles, hand-embroidered and beauti- I
fully trimmed with laces. c

.

'

$3.75 to $18.00.
Third floor, Eleventh at.

Excellent Values in
Tflhle Clmths and Doilies.

Handsome Irish Double Damask Table
Cloths, in a number of new and artistic designs, s

mostly floral effects. The uniform excellence of a

these cloths, their perfection of finish and the ji
soft, reliable quality makes this a value of unusual c

strength. Only 73 cloths in the lot; size 2^x3 i
yards. 1

$6.00 each. Regularly $9.00. ,

Pure .Linen Tea Doilies or Napkins, daintily 1

scalloped and embroidered; 12 inches square. 1

$3.00 dozen. Regularly $3.95. *
Second floor. Klevcath St.

Woodward 4
.
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Displays of
r

rchandise.
WILL PREDOMINATE IN
^E ELEGANTLY PRESENTED.

tinctive and beautifully fashioned aploststyle centers of Europe and Ameriemieri, =:t^
e im- ESPECIALLY INTERESTING
usive | ARE THESE SECTIONS

FOR WOMEN:
pre- _

shion Costumes, Suits, Coats, Blouses,
i pre- Waists and Millinery.
*reat- |j Neckwear, Gloves, Hosiery.
than Handkerchiefs, Shoes, Parashow-sols and Sunshades, Jewlcry,

*htest Fans, Coiffure Ornaments
with and Corsage Bouquets,

Handbags, Etc.
rtions ' '1

nen and children are no less complete,
vies that were selected with accurate
J

less.
i

ve Received the
- 4

of Fashion.
:ATURE OF THE NEW MODELS.
which are made expressly for us after nur own

entcle, will take on the lines required by fashion,
best, but they give the figure ample support, yet
ist suggestion of rigidity.
>y our experienced corsetieres. insures clinging
lines now demanded. *

rd, despite their length of skirt, show how cor

.$7.50 to $118.50 pair.
$5.00 to $116.50 pair.
$5.00 to $22.50 pair.
$5.00 to $8.50 pai r.
$ 1.00 to $10.00 pair.

IED. IN WHITE AND COLORS. LIGHT,
EAVILY BONED.

The Somurum
- 1" ^

Women's Calling Bag. -*

A distinctive novelty, fashioned of rich black
ilk or terry cloth, with gun metal or gilt trimnings.The bag is long and narrow with purse
ipenings at both ends that are held together by
ings at the center much on the order of a twosidedsaddle bag. One end is fitted with mirror
md puff for milady's toilet, the other affording a

:onvenient receptacle for the handkerchief. The
jun metal or gilt chain attached to the rings providesthe proper handle; a decidedly chic and atractiveconception thaj will find ready appeal to
.vomen of taste.

Black SsSk $110.00.
Terry Cloth $12.00.

The Sumurum Purse.
V

Made with the opening at either end held in
position by a ring at center in the same manner
is the calling hags, but small in size so that it
ran be held between the fingers. Shown in black
md blue leather with gilt mountings.

$2.50 each.
Main Boor, Eleventh at.

ay of French
ridlal Trousseaux.
exclusive selection, exquisitely handitlytrimmed with both hand-embroiderv '

especially arranged for spring brides.
French Nainsook Corset Covers, trimmed

vith hand-embroidery and laces.
$1.75 to $7.50.

French Nainsook Long Petticoats, beautiullyhand-embroidered; made on straight, narowlines, with or without ruffles.
$3.50 to $12.50. |

French Aainsook Urawers, tnmmert witn
ace and hand-embroidery; some with ruffles,
)thers without.

$1.75 to $10.50. «

Natural Colored Table Linens
*

Embroidered in White.
Not an absolutely new idea, but one with

ufficient novelty to warrant the inspection of
ill interested in Table Linens. Fine quality nat-. - .

iral colored linens, made into scarts, tea clotns,
tapkins and card table cloths, daintily embroid- y'
:red in white. Easily laundered and very endurng-
8x36kinch Scarfs $1 .00 to $1.50
[8x54-inch Scarfs $11.25 to $2.50
;6-inch Square Table Covers.. $11.75 to $2.75
3-piece Luncheon Sets $3.00 to $4.50
!5-piece Luncheon Sets $5.00 to $8.50
Second floor, Eleventh »t.

e Lothrop. *

^


